The Silesian Library in Katowice is a public library with a scientific profile which also performs the functions of a regional library. It was founded in 1922 as the Library of the Silesian Parliament and in 1936 became an independent institution named Józef Piłsudski Silesian Public Library. In 1952, the Library received the name Silesian Library and was proclaimed a scientific library. Today the collection of the Silesian Library counts more than 2.5 million items: books, periodicals, social life documents as well as special collections: manuscripts, old prints, cartographic materials, graphics, leaflets, music, records and films. Among them are many very valuable and a few unique ones, like Exercitia spiritualia by Saint Ignatius of Loyola (Amacusa 1596) and Jakob en zijn Heer by Diderot (Hague 1793). A lot of items from the collection of the Silesian Library can be seen in their digital version via the Silesian Digital Library.
The Silesian Library is a public library with a scientific profile. Since the year 2000, it also performs the functions of a regional library with the responsibility of supervising public communal libraries in the region.
The library was founded at the end of the year 1922 as the Library of the Silesian Parliament (Biblioteka Sejmu Śląskiego). Its collection -in the beginning mainly on law and social science -was growing rapidly not only by buying books and whole collections, but also by very valuable donations. Since 1934, it has been a regional library with the legal deposit for the prints from Silesia. In 1936, it became an independent institution named Józef Piłsudski Silesian Public Library (Śląska Biblioteka Publiczna im. Józefa Piłsudskiego). During the World War II, it was annexed to the Oberschlesische Landesbibliothek in Bytom -the scientific library formed in 1927, for the German part of Silesia. In January 1945, the library was taken over by the Polish authorities. In 1952 the Library received a new name, Silesian Library, and was proclaimed a scientific library. 1 The Library's collection comprises documents belonging to all branches of knowledge, particularly on law, economy, social science, humanities, literature and popular editions. As a regional institution, it collects Silesiaca -all materials concerning Silesia, its history, geography, economy, culture. The Library edits the annual regional bibliography, catalogues of different groups of collections, scientific studies as well as magazines. Among the users of the library are researchers, teachers, students, pupils of various schools. The Library offers a wide range of information services, prepares exhibitions, concerts, lectures, cultural events for different groups of readers.
Today, after 95 years of its activity, the collection of the Silesian Library counts more than 2.5 million items -mainly books, periodicals, social life documents as well as special collections: manuscripts, old prints, cartographic materials, graphics, leaflets, music, records and films. The most valuable materials are kept in the Special Collections Department. The collection of manuscripts counts nearly 6.000 copies: documents, papers of families and individuals, materials of organizations and institutions, letters, memoirs, dissertations, biographies, sketches, notes, poems, movie scripts and others -written by hand, typescripts, computer prints. The most important are materials concerning Silesia, its history, geography, culture as well as people who lived and worked in that region.
The set of legal documents written on parchment cards by Italian notaries in the period from the 14 th to the 16 th century belongs to the oldest in the collections of the Silesian Library. The volume titled Miscellanea astrologica at alchymica, written in Latin in the 15 th century by a student of the Academy in Cracow (later Jagiellonian University), which contains the lectures on mathematic, astrology, astronomy and alchemy, is very interesting. On its cards, there is also a text of John of Głogów, Silesian scholar, astronomer, lecturer of the Academy.
The oldest manuscript in Polish is the compendium of law from the 16 th century: Ustawy Praua Polskiego dlya pamieczi krotko napisane (Acts of Polish Law Shortly for the Memory Written). The Library also holds a few documents of the kings of Poland -Władysław IV, Jan III Sobieski, Stanislaw August, and the emperor Francis II. The last one, the privilege for Süssmann Abraham Oppenheim, dated Wien, 1792, is written on parchment, bound in purple velvet and confirmed with the beautiful wax seal. There are also manuscripts of famous Polish and Silesian writers, among others Józef Ignacy Kraszewski, Henryk Sienkiewicz, Władysław Reymont, Gustaw Morcinek, Kazimierz Gołba. Worth mentioning are also three manuscripts written in Old Church Slavonic: Oktoich, 2 Apostoł and Evangeliar.
The Library of the Lviv Theatre (Biblioteka Teatru Lwowskiego) forms a distinct group of manuscripts. 3 It contains more than 5.000 manuscripts and prints of the plays performed in the Polish Theatre in Lviv for over 150 years -from the end of the 18 th century till 1945. There are autographs of Polish original authors, like Michał Bałucki and translators of foreign works like Jan Kasprowicz and Lucjan Rydel. In this collection, there are many unpublished dramatic pieces. Very interesting for historians of theatre are copies with notes of directors, censors, prompters, actors and stage designers, which are also available in the collection.
The collection of historical prints in the Silesian Library counts more than 27.000, in which there are also 55 incunabula. The oldest one is Rainerius de Pisis's Pantheologia, printed in Nürnberg in 1474. Edited in 1475, Opus restitutionum by Franciscus de Platea is one of the very first prints which came out in Kraków by the travelling typographer Kasper Straube. This volume is the only libri catenatus in the Silesian Library. The copy of Hans Tucher's Reise in das gelobte Land (Augsburg 1486) is the only one in Poland. There are also some works of Polish and Silesian authors, like Laurentius Corvinus, John of Głogów, Nicolaus of Błonie, printed in the 15 th century.
The collection of 16 th , 17 th and 18 th -century prints is very rich and interesting. It contains works on the wide range of themes (for instance religion, law, medicine, mathematics, physics, astronomy, architecture, biology, history, art, archeology, geography, technique, military, literature), written by authors from different countries, edited by the best printers in Europe, for instance by Aldus Manutius, Christophe Plantin, Johannes Froben, Johannes Oporinus, Elzeviers, Estiennes.
Among the numerous old prints of the 16 th century are 645 works (in 719 copies) qualified as Polonica and Silesiaca -works connected to Poland and Silesia by their authors, language, place Pawłowicz W. "Silesian Library in Katowice and Its Collection", 33-37 of edition or theme. 4 There are a few editions of Bible translated into Polish, printed in Kraków and Brześć, both for catholic and reformed Church. There are also editions of the Holy Bible for the Orthodox Church printed by Ivan Fedorov in Old Church Slavonic. In 1573-1574, in Lwów, he printed the New Testament (Apostoł. Dejanija apostolskaja i poslanija sobornaja i poslanija svjatogo apostola Pavla), and in 1581, in Ostróg, the first complete printed edition of the Bible, called the Ostroh Bible. Besides, there are works on religion, law, politics, medicine, history, geography, astronomy, biography, poetry. They were printed in Kraków, Poznań, Gdańsk, Zamość, in Polish in that century Lwów, Wilno, Królewiec, Brześć Litewski and in Silesia in Wrocław, Nysa, Legnica, and also in Germany, Italy, Czech, Belgium and Netherland, France, Switzerland.
In the whole collection of old prints, it is worth to mention the eight-volume Bible edited by Christophe Plantin, in five languages, with rich commentaries (Antwerpen 1569-1573). There are, illustrated with beautiful copperplates, works by Johannes Hevelius, famous astronomer from Gdańsk: Machina Coelestis (Gdańsk 1673-1679) and Prodromus astronomiae (Gdańsk 1687-1690), in which was also his Firmamentum Sobiescianum. Another astronomer who lived in Silesia -Maria Cunitia (Cunitz) called "Silesian Pallas", was a very well-educated woman who spoke seven languages. Her work Urania propitia sive Tabulae astronomicae mire faciles (Oleśnica 1650), edited in Latin and German, contains the improved version of the Johann Kepler's Rudolphine Tables. On the cards of the copy kept in the Silesian Library, we can find a lot of manuscript notes made by a former reader.
There is a very interesting, small book, bound in wooden slats and covered with red velvet. It is a very popular work by Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Exercitia spiritualia, which is considered unusual thanks to the place and date of its printing -the Jesuit college in Amacusa, Japan, 1596. 5 It is most likely the only copy existing in the world.
The book entitled Jakob en zijn Heer� Uit de nagelaten ongedrukte schriften van Diderot, printed in the Hague in 1793, is definitely unique 6 . It is the Dutch translation of Diderot's novel Jacque the Fatalist and His Master based on the German version of that novel. Jakob und sein Herr� Aus Diderots ungedrucktem Nachlasse was printed in Berlin in 1792. That book was illustrated with two copperplates by Daniel Chodowiecki, which was redone for the Hague edition by Theodorus de Roode. Both the German and Dutch translations of the Diderot's novel were printed earlier than the first French edition, which is dated 1796.
The collection of more than 21.000 units of cartographic materials is also wide and interesting. It contains different types of atlases, maps and plans, ancient and contemporary. Many of them are engraved in copperplates and then colored by hand. beautiful landscapes of Poland and Silesia. The scenes of the 19 th -century industrial towns of Upper Silesia are particularly interesting for contemporary readers. These we can admire on lithographs made by Ernst Wilhelm Knippel, in the photos by L. A. Lamche and Max Steckel and also on the old postcards. 7 Among graphics is also a numerous collection of book plates of individual possessors and institutions. Every two years, the Silesian Library organizes the International Review of Woodcutter's and Linoleum Ex-Libris Print. 8 Ephemera, containing more than 7.000 items, form another big group. Among them very important are those printed during the World War I and in time of Upper Silesia Plebiscite and Silesian uprisings (1919) (1920) (1921) . 9 The most valuable items of the special collections can be seen in their digital version via the Silesian Digital Library. It was established in 2006, by the Silesian Library together with the Library of the University of Silesia. 10 At present, it unites over 50 institutions working in the region -libraries, archives, museums, associations. The library opens access to digital copies of the important and valuable materials creating the cultural heritage of Silesia.
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